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Introduction

What does the term livability mean with regard to city planning? There are many
intangbles that make a city livable, such as a sense of community, a strong sense of
place in particular areas, civic pride, and the friendliness of neighbors. But there are
also tangible aspects that can nurture livability. Therefore, the aspects of tiyabéi
this chapter will concentrate on involve:

e Creation of walkable communities;

e / NBIFGA2Y 2F ySAIKO2NK22R ARSyidAides Iy

e Concentration on the design of the Public Réalm

¢ Aesthetic quality of the neighborhoods andnemunity;

¢ Proximity to open space and recreational opportunities;

e Proximity and availability of other community services such as high quality

schools;

e Ease of access to and quality of retail and restaurants;

e Traffic flow and availability of alternative mesof travel;

¢ Availability of the desired type, style, and cost of housing;

¢ Proximity to employment opportunities;

e Sustainability in buildings and development pattern; and

e Accessibility to natural areas.

Figure 41. The Importance of Creating Livabil&longTerm Value (Sustainability)

Creating Places Wher
People Want to Be
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Supports a Strong Sense of Communif Encourages Reinvestment
Keeps Taxes Low

1 This term includes all spaces that are not privately owned and that are encountered by citizens and visitors
on a regular basis such that these spaces influence the perception that citizens and visitors have of th
community. Such spaces include streets, parks, sidewalks, trails, and public buildings.
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An important aspect of livability is the concept of sustainability; sustainability involves
creating an environment in which people and businesses want to both invest and
reinvest. Itincludes such tigs as the:

e Achievement of a high level of livability, as outlined above;

¢ Ability of a person to live in the community from birth to old age to deathe.
throughout his or her entire liteycle by offering a broad range of quality
housing types that caaccommodate the needs of singles, families, retirees and
the elderly;

e Ability to adapt to inevitable changes in population characteristics and
economic conditions, such as employment opportunities, as the community
continues to mature and to age gracefull

e Creation of a building, cultural, and open space infrastructure that contributes
to the desirability of a community over time, and that improves with age.
Examples include parks and open space, cultural facilities handesidential
buildings that donot have to be torn down and rebuilt when tenants move to
FY2G3KSNI £ 20FGA2y S 2NJ 6KAOK GéSIFNJ 2dzii ¢ A

e Provision of a variety of transportation and circulation options; and

e Design of infrastructure that is environmentally sensitive and that minisnize
long-term maintenance costs.
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Goals and Obijectives

The following goals, objectives and corresponding recommendations were developed
0§KNRdAK (GKS @AaA2yAy3 LRNIA2y 2F GKS /
additional discussion thraghout this chapter is intended to support and supplement
these goals and objectives. It should be noted that some goals and objectives are
applicable to more than one chapter within the Plan, and therefore may be discussed in
such other pertinent chapters.

The goals listed below (Goa&@shrough 10) are the Future Land Use Plan goals. The
entire 2009 Comprehensive Plan has 17 goals, which are covered within the various
other chapters of this Plan. It should be noted that some goals and objectives are
applicable to more than one chapteand therefore may be discussed in such other
pertinent chapters.

Goal 6: Urban Design

Promote the implementation of specific, clearly delineated design standards in
order to maximize desirability and aesthetic appeal thaghout the City.

Objective6.1:  Ensure that development standards foronresidential uses
produce a positive visual perception of Glen Rose for citizens and
visitors.

Objectives.2:  Encourage quality sign standards throughout the City.

Objective6.3:  Allow and/or encourage new development types and trends (e.g.,
new urbanism/traditional neighborhood development, etc.),
which promote alternative designs to create pedestrian friendly
and mixed land use environments, in appropriate areas.

Objective6.4:  Encourage pedestrian connections and access (e.g., walking and
bicycle trails, bike lanes, etc.) between residential amuh-
residentialareas via design.
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Objective6.5:  Promote walking and bicycle trails to provide residents
alternatives to automobd travel.

Goal 7: City Appearance
Improve the appearance of the City.
Objective7.1:  Develop relationships with private/neprofit organizations (such

as businesses, garden clubs, civic clubs, and churches) to assist in
City beautification efforts.

City of Glen Rose (Draft | October 2009) @
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Obgctive7.2:  Require specific, clearly defined building materials and accepted
design themes for residential amsbn-residentialdevelopments.

Objectiver.3: Investigate methods to improve the appearance of existing
businesses, such as providing incentif@sexisting businesses to
improve/renovate/beautifyfagcadesand properties

Objective7.4:  Promote voluntary participation in additional residential amoh-
residentiallandscaping, such as a program to plant large shade
trees that will mature and ad@esthetic and financial value to
properties.

Goal 8: Housing Diversity within Neighborhoods

Encourage housing diversity to accommodate people of a variety of incomes,
family sizes, and ages.

Objective8.1:  Ensure that the City is a fiife cycle cormunity by encouraging
housing choices and the community resources needed for people
to live their entire lives in Glen Rose, if they so desire.

Objective8.2:  Ensure that there is a mixture of singlamily and multiplefamily
developments.

ObjectiveB.3: Ensure that townhouses/condominiums, duplexend multiple
family units are compatible and complementary to surrounding
land uses.

Objective8.4: t NRPY2(0S Ga82N)] F2NOS K2dzaAy3dé OK2AC
income employees such as teachers, policecefi, and power
plant technicians to purchase homes.

Goal 9: Neighborhood Stability

Encourage londerm stability, reinvestment, and uniqueness in
neighborhoods.
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existig neighborhoods are wethaintained, and enhanced, if
needed.

Objectived.2:  Create distinctive neighborhood areas that will contribute to the
/I AGeQa OdNNByd NBLzilFGAz2y F2NI |
sustainability.
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Objectived.3:

Objectived.4.

Objectived.5:

Promote nonresidenial development to be distinctive,
pedestrianoriented, and have connections to adjacent
neighborhoods through the use of design standards.

Encourage a diversity of residential properties in terms of size and
type, considering cost factorsuch as purchasing, renting, and
leasing.

Encourage reinvestment and redevelopment of oldeon-
residentialareas.

Goal 10: Livability and Sustainability Concepts

Review local development standards to ensure that livability and sustainiapil
concepts are promoted.

Objectivel0.1:

Objectivel0.2:

Objectivel0.3:

Objectivel0.4:

Objectivel0.5:

Objectivel0.6:

Develop standards for transitional elements to ensure positive
relationships  between residential and non-residential
development.

Review zoning and subdivision ordinances, as well as engineering
standards, to ensure that the recommendations of this Plan are
incorporated, especially in terms of allowing flexible and
innovative design solutions.

Ensure that all neighborhoods have convenient access to parks,
open space, trails, antetail areas, which will retain values and
attract reinvestment.

Ensure thaton-residentialdevelopment has characteristics that
enhance and contribute to the livability of Glen Rose.

Identify ways in which parks and e@p space areas can be
integrated with existing and future development.

Encourage development proposals to consider local
environmental factors, such as tree retention, topography,
drainage, creek protection, floodplain areas, and open epac
conservation.

City of Glen Rose (Draft | October 2009)
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Corridor Design Recommendations

The corridor recommendations presented within this chapter of the 2009

/| 2YLINBKSyaA@dS tftly INB AYyiSyRSR (2 AYLINR®@S
Rose. Theseecommendationdocus on element®f the marmade environment that

can be enhanced, such as building materials, site design, landscaping, and similar
elements. Such elements are often difficult to quantify because their aesthetic quality is
inherently subjective. They often deal withettsensory response of people to the

physical environment in terms of its visual appearance and spatial character and
relationships. Although individual responses to aesthetic considerations vary, the
careful application of imageelated design principlesn planning practice should

enhance the quality of the built environment and the corresponding quality of life
Sy22eSR o0& DfSy w2aSQa OAGAT Sya FyR GA&AG2N

Elements such as landscaping, building
materials, and signage which are typically
reviewed bythe City during the development
approval procesg will serve as the basis for
many of the recommendations herein. New
projects offer the opportunity for development
standards to be implemented as part of the
zoning process. By implementing the image
and design elements recommended here, site
development and building design standards for
future development can be applied throughout
the City without the need for planned unit
development zoning. Applying these standards
in a uniform manner would have agsificant
impact on the quality of life and the community
image of Glen Rose.
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Corridor Description

The U.S. Highway 67 Corridor and the Barnard Street Corridor are two main corridors
that form the development pattern of Glen Rose. The appearance edethtwo
corridors is critical in ensuring a positive image for the City. Notably, the U.S. Highway
67 Corridor andhe BarnardStreet Corridor serve completely different functions.SU
Highway 67 operates as a high speed, -faree thoroughfare with mdly non-
residentialdevelopment along its frontage. Conversely, the Barnard Street Corridor is a
slow speed, twdane thoroughfare with a mixture of residential amsbn-residential
development along its frontage.

The following corridor desigmecommendaions should apply to both corridors.
However, the degree to which the guidelines apply should be appropriate for each
corridor. For example, a Z0ot landscaping buffer along U.S. Highway 67 is
recommended, but a 2fbot landscaping may be too large fibre scale of development
along Barnard Street. Additionally, with slower traffic speed and fewer cars, there is less
of a need to buffer properties from Barnard Street. Therefore, a-fhe¢ buffer is
recommended.

City of Glen Rose (Draft | October 2009) G
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Gateway / Entry Features

Purpose

Communities that lack visual individuali
tend to be anonymous within a region. |
contrast, the addition of eyeatching
I3riSglrea OFly @radafe
perception of an area. While, the City ha
the benefit of not having neighboring citie
along its borders, there are no entrywa
welcoming people to Glen Rose to allo
GKSY G2 (y2e¢ OGKIG
welcome in Glen Rose.

There are two critical times when resident
and visitors should know they are enterin
the Gty. The firstwolR 6S |t 2y
eastern boundary, announcing that they arssss
entering Glen Rose. One possible locati

would be along Highway 67 and Highwa

144. The second location would be at th®
intersection of Barnard Street and Highwe
67. This location is idé for encouraging
people to travel along Barnard Stree
through the Paluxy River District, an :
eventually to the town square.

Recommendation

The City should establish gatewaystltee key intersections. The first intersection
would beBarnard Stret & Highway 67 The second intersection would be the northern
intersection of Highway 67& Highway 144. Thehird intersection would bethe
southern intersection of Highway 67 & Highway 144 conceptual design for the
Barnard Stree& Highway 67 Gateay has been shown dplate 41.

(Draft | October 2009) Cty of Glen Rose



2009 Comprehensive Plan

Plate 4. Barnar®btree& Highway 67 Gateway and Landscaping
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