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City of Glen Rose  (Draft | October 2009) 

Introduction  
! ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ Ǉƭŀƴ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ōŜ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ-range planning tool 

intended to be used by municipal staff, decision-makers, and citizens to direct the 

growth and physical development of a community for 10 years, 20 years, or an even 

longer period of time. This 2009 Comprehensive Plan will consist of four basic parts: 

 

1) City/Project Documentation and Research 

 Baseline Analysis 

2) Visioning and the Public Input Process 

 Vision 

3) Plan Recommendations 

 Future Land Use Plan 

 Livability (Corridor Design and Neighborhood Elements) 

 Infrastructure Assessment 

 Growth Management Strategies 

4) Implementation 

 Implementation Strategies 

  

This 2009 Comprehensive Plan, once adopted, will become the official policy of the City. 

It will help guide zoning and development decisions, and it will serve as a basis for 

future capital expenditures. The 2009 Comprehensive Plan should not be viewed as a 

rigid policy, but as a guide.  It is intended to be flexible and to provide latitude for more 

detailed analyses that are commonly part of zoning and development decisions. These 

decisions, however, should be consistent with policies established within the 2009 

Comprehensive Plan. In addition, 

comprehensive planning should not 

be viewed as a single event, but as a 

continuous and ever-changing 

process. Therefore, the Plan itself is 

not intended to be a static 

document; it is intended to be a 

dynamic, adaptable guide to help 

citizens and officials shape the City of 

DƭŜƴ wƻǎŜΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ  

 

The Baseline Analysis is intended to provide background information about the City of 

Glen Rose. This is vital to the planning process because without the knowledge of where 

the City is today, assessing what it can be in the future is immensely difficult. The 

components that are included within the Baseline Analysis will enable the people 

involved in the planning process, including the citizens, stakeholders, City officials, and 

Consultant, to have a clear understanding of the City and its existing social, economic, 

land use, and neighborhood characteristics. The result of the Baseline Analysis will be a 
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(Draft | October 2009)  City of Glen Rose 

basis of information that will form the foundation for a productive visioning process 

and, ultimately, a successful comprehensive planning process. 

 

 

Relationship of the City to the Region  

The City of Glen Rose is located approximately 55 miles southwest of Fort Worth (2009 

population: 720,000), 17 miles south of Granbury (2009 population: 7,850), and 30 miles 

east of Stephenville (2009 Population of 17,950).  Plate 1-1 illustrates the relationship 

between the City of Glen Rose and the surrounding area.  As can be seen in Plate 1-1, 

the City of Glen Rose is easily accessible by automobile and is situated along the 

following two major regional thoroughfares:  

 

1) U.S. Highway 67: Serves as the main east-to-west travel route through the City; 

and, 

2) State Highway 144: Serves as the /ƛǘȅΩǎ primary north-to-south travel route. 

 

The accessibility of the City via the regional road network can be viewed as an asset.   

For example, the Dinosaur Valley State Park, the historic downtown area, the Promise 

theatre production, and Fossil Rim Wildlife Park draw thousands of people to the 

community, all who can easily access these tourist attractions. 
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Plate 1-1. Relationship to the Region 
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Existing Social and Economic Characteristics Analysis  
People are the most important component of any community.  The following discussion 

is intended to provide insight into the historic and existing characteristics of the 

residents of Glen Rose.  This demographic analysis will aid in planning for future growth 

of the City.  

 

Historical Population  and Growth Trends  

The City of Glen Rose has recorded growth at the time of every decennial Census since 

at least 1970. Table 1-1 and Figure 1-1 show the population growth and percentage 

change for the City of Glen Rose and Somervell County from 1970 to 2009. Between 

1970 and 2009, the City of Glen Rose grew by 745 residents, or 47.9%. The City 

experienced major growth between 1970 and 1980, but then experienced a slight loss of 

population in the following decade. The population has steadily increased in recent 

years.  
 

Table 1-1.  City of Glen Rose and Somervell County Population Change by Decade 
 

Year 

City of Glen Rose Somervell County 

Population 
Population 

Change 

Percent 

Change 
Population 

Population 

Change 

Percent 

Change 

1970 1,554 (X) (X) 2,793 (X) (X) 

1980 2,075 521 33.5% 4,154 1,361 48.7% 

1990 1,925 -150 -7.2% 5,636 1,482 35.7% 

2000 2,121 196 10.2% 6,809 1,173 20.8% 

2009*  2,333 212 10.0% 9,450 2,641 38.8% 
 

Source: U.S. Census and Freese and Nichols, Inc. 
 

*The 2009 City population was calculated using the housing count from Freese and Nichols, Inc., 

and persons per household and occupancy rate from the 2000 U.S. Census. The 2009 County 

information is an estimate from the North Central Texas Council of Governments. 

 

The County has experienced 

continuous growth, with the 

population more than tripling in size 

from 1970 to 2009. Growth appears 

to remain strong at the County level, 

with the lowest rate of growth 

occurring from 1990 to 2000. As 

shown in the table, the percent 

change of Somervell County ς while 

remaining a positive value ς has 

fluctuated from decade to decade. 

The largest discrepancy between the 

City and County population growth 

rates occurred between 1980 and 1990, when the City decreased by 7.2% and the 

County increased by 35.7% -- a difference of 42.9%.  
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(Draft | October 2009)  City of Glen Rose 

Figure 1-1. City of Glen Rose and Somervell County Population by Decade 

Source: U.S. Census, NCTCOG, Freese and Nichols, Inc. 
 

*The 2009 City population was calculated using the housing count from Freese and Nichols, Inc. 

The 2009 County population is an estimate from the North Central Texas Council of Governments. 

 

 

/ƛǘȅΩǎ нлл9 Population: 2,300 Residents 

Table 1-2 shows the calculations for the estimated total population based on the July 

2008 housing count performed by Freese and Nichols, Inc., and the 2000 U.S. Census 

data for the occupancy rate, number of persons per household, and institutional 

population. 

 

Table 1-2. City of Glen Rose Population Estimate (2009) 
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City Limits Only 982 88.7% 871 2.54 2,212 87 2,299 

ETJ Only 343 88.7% 304 2.54 773 0 773 

City Limits + ETJ 1,325 88.7% 1,175 2.54 2,985 87 3,072 

 

Source: U.S. Census, Housing Unit count by Freese and Nichols, Inc.  
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Another method that can be used to estimate the 

population is to use the most recent U.S. Census 

information and take into account the number of 

homes constructed since that date.  In 2000, the U.S. 

Census reported 903 housing units within the City.  If 

City building permit data is added to the Census 

data, then an estimate of the current population can 

be calculated (Table 1-3).  The City issued 82 

building permits, which produced 94 housing units 

(including a 12-unit multiple family project and one 

duplex unit) from 2000 to July 2008 for a total of 997 

housing units.   Using this data, Glen Rose would 

have a current population of 2,333 people. 

Therefore, it is reasonable to conclude that with the 

Freese and Nichols, Inc. survey estimating a 

population of 2,2фф ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ Řŀǘŀ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ 

population of 2,333, that an estimate of 

approximately 2,300 is a reliable estimate of the 

current population. Notably, the North Central Texas 

Council of Government (NCTCOG) estimates the 

CityΩǎ current population to be 2,850 residents 

(January 1, 2009). 

 

Another means ƻŦ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ŀ 

larger regional area, shown in Table 1-4. Defining Somervell County as the region that is 

most influential on and most influenced by the City of Glen Rose, and then analyzing 

SƻƳŜǊǾŜƭƭ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ 

ŎƻƳǇŀǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ DƭŜƴ wƻǎŜΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦ Lƴ мфтлΣ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ 

accounted for 55.6% of the /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΤ however in 2009, the City accounted 

for only 24.2% of 

the County 

population as more 

of the population 

relocated to the 

surrounding areas. 

This is a trend 

occurring in cities 

throughout Texas ς 

counties are 

generally growing 

more rapidly than 

incorporated areas. 

 

 

Table 1-3. City of Glen Rose 

Residential Building Permits 

Issued 2000-2008.  
 

Year 
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2008 7 7 

2007 9 9 

2006 11 11 

2005 13 14 

2004 13 13 

2003 11 11 

2002 7 7 

2001 3 3 

2000 8 19 

Total 82 94 
 

Source: City of Glen Rose 

Table 1-4.  Percentage of the City of Glen Rose within Somervell County 
 

Year Glen Rose 
Somervell 

County 

Percentage of 

County within City 

1970 1,554 2,793 55.6% 

1980 2,075 4,154 50.0% 

1990 1,925 5,636 34.2% 

2000 2,121 6,809 31.1% 

2009*  2,333 9,450 24.3% 
 

Source: U.S. Census  

 

*The 2009 City population was calculated using the housing count 

from Freese and Nichols, Inc..  County information is an estimate from 

North Central Texas Council of Governments 


























































